Union Budget: Allocation for
schemes for rape survivors
given a miss, says CEHAT

‘No financial aid to states to implement Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act or to set up one-stop crisis centres’
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AFTER analysing the Union
Budget for fiscal 2015-16,
the Centre for Enquiry into
Health and Allied Themes
(CEHAT) found that alloca-
tion for schemes meant for
rape survivors had been
disappointing—with no finan-
cial assistance to states o
implement the Protection of
Women from Domestic Vi-
olence Act (PWDVA) or
oy sel up one-slop Crisis
centres.

The CEHAT team also
took into account New Delhi
based Centre for Budget
and Governance Account-
ability’s analysis to under-
stand the funds allocated
for developmentofschemes
and their implementation
o respond o violence
against women for fiscal
2015-2016.

“Considering the propo-
sitions in the umbrella
scheme o empower women
in 2013, the expectation was
that the government would
allocate adequate financial
resources dedicated to a
comprehensive  response
to survivors of violence
against women. However, a
look at the budget allocation
(2015- 2016) made for
schemes meant for rape sur-
vivors was extremely disap-
pointing. The budget allo-
cated for components
mentioned in the Union
Budpget is 25 per cent of the
fund requirement proposed
in the umbrella scheme
(2013-17)," membersof CE-
HAT team said.

There was almost no
budget for restorative justice
for rape survivors, assistance
o states or implementation
of Protection of Women
against Domestic Violence
Act and setting up of one
stop crisis centres, the team
claimed.

Despite a commitment
made by the finance minis-
tertopledge Rs 1,000 crore,
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Considering the propositions in the umbrella scheme
to empower women in 2013, the expectation was that
the govt would allocate adequate financial resources.
However, a look at the budget allocation (2015- 2016)
made for schemes meant for rape survivors was

extremely disappointing. The budget allocated for
components mentioned in the Union budget is 25% of
the fund requirement proposed in the scheme ’

CEHAT TEAM

no rationale was provided
for why the Union Budget
did not allocate financial
support to these compo-
nents. The budget also did
not make any financial com-
mitment for the implemen-
tationof PWDVA

“It has been 10 years
since the law was passed
but several states do not
have protection officers.
Thesuccessofthe lawis con-
tingent onthe availability of
these dedicated officers,
Had the budget been pro-
vided for the appointment
of POs, it would have as-
sisted the smooth implemen-
tation of PWDVA. However,
no funds have been allocated
even for the Act,” members
said.

Forrestorative justice to
rape victims component, the
fund was allocated in the
Union Budget. The NCRB
recorded 33,707 incident of
rapein 2013, If all these sur-
VIVOTS Were Lo receive com-
pensation under the restora-
tive justice o rape
component, the budget
would have to be to the ef-
fect of Bs 674 crore (2 lakh
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per victim as mentioned in
the umbrella scheme).

But the Union Budget
eslimate in crores is “07.
Sucha move was deplorable
and the government must
state the rationale for the
same, the CEHAT team
demanded.

They have alsolamented
that the Dilaasa model had
not been referred to at all.
Dilassa represents an inte-
prated response to violence
against women at public hos-
pitals, and wasset up in 2000
in two Mumbai-based hospi-
tals. According to the CE-
HAT team, the state had
made an allocation of Rs
93.6 lakh to upscale the Di-
laasa model in 11 peripheral
hospitals.

“There is a need, how-
ever, Lo integrate Dilaasa-
like centresacross the coun-
try. There is also a need to
understand that crisis inter-
vention services need to be
setup within different institu-
tions such as the health de-
partment, police stations and
courts that survivorsivictims
have toaccess for justice and
care, " memberssaid.



